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http://www.microsoft.com/windowsembedded/en-us/windows-embedded.aspx

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsembedded/en-us/windows-embedded.aspx


*For details on license stacking and CALs needed, contact your Microsoft representative.

Need a database for 
running analytics, BI to 
build server appliance

Will your server 
appliance need 
unlimited 
virtualization?

What type of 
application are 
planning to 
provide on your 
server appliance?

Yes

Will your     
server 
appliance 
configuration 
have more 
than 16       
cores?

No

16 core Datacenter license.

Yes Core Datacenter license. 
For more Cores, add  4 or 8 core 
license to cover all cores on 
Motherboard. (16 Minimum, or 
8 per CPU or actual count, 
whichever is greatest number).

Dedicated server appliance with need for 
active Directory integration (File, Print, 
Networking services)

Server appliance used for PBX, IP PBX, 
and Automated Attendant, Interactive 
Voice Response or other specialized 
telecommunications applications

Server appliance used for email filtering, 
edge security such as Anti-virus server, 
E-mail filtering server, Network traffic 
monitoring server

Standard Embedded 
Essentials SKU*

Standard Telco SKU*

Standard main SKU*

License all cores (16 minimum or 8 per 
processor, or total count, whichever is 
greatest number). 

For each set of two VMs, increase the 
number of cores required to license  
each server license.  (Example- 6VMs 
require three times normal core count, 
as this need 3 licenses).

See Decision 
Tree for 
Embedded 
SQL Server

Will your server 
appliance 
configuration have 
more than 2 VMs?

No

Yes

No



Based on 
virtual 
instances

Based on 
physical 
server?

Based on 
virtual 
instances

Based on 
physical 
sever?

The database used for building intelligent 
systems, high-end mission critical workloads, 
highly virtualized environments, involves large, 
centralized and external facing business 
intelligence analytics

For basic database and reporting 
needs with limited business 
intelligence projects

How the 
database will 
be used in 
your server 
appliance?

Enterprise Edition*

Standard Edition

Using CAL based 
licensing

Using per-core 
licensing

Aöö physical Core must 
be licensesd. 4 core 
license minimum per 
processor. Add 2 core 
license for additional 
cores per processor. 
CALs are not required*

4 core license minimum per VM.
Add 2 core license for additional cores 
per VM.
CALs are not required*

Once license for each 
individual server. CALs 
are required*

One license for each virtual machine 
instance. CALs are required*

*for details on license stacking and CALs needed, talk to your Microsoft representative



Note(1) Maximum of two connections in remote administration mode solely to manage the licensed product

Licensing 
Provisions

WS 2016  

Datacenter

(General 

Purpose)

WS 2016  

Datacenter for 

Embedded 

Systems

WS 2016  

Standard

(General 

Purpose)

WS 2016  
Standard for 
Embedded 
Systems

WS 2016  
Standard for 
Embedded 
Systems 
Essentials

WS 2016  
Standard for 
Embedded 
Systems  
Telecommunicati
ons



SKU

Key Windows 

services

Appliance

Examples

Support File, 

Print & User 

Services

Embedded 

Application 

Required

Windows Server 2016  
Datacenter for Embedded 
Systems

Windows Server  2016  
Standard for Embedded 
Systems

Windows Server  2016  
Standard for Embedded 
Systems – Essentials

Windows Server  2016  
Standard for Embedded 
Systems -
Telecommunications











Licensing Provisions

Microsoft SQL Server 2016

(General Purpose)

Microsoft SQL Server 2016 

for Embedded Systems



SQL Server 2016 Editions

Enterprise

StandardMISSION CRITICAL IN-MEMORY PERFORMANCE, 

SECURITY AND HIGH AVAILABILITY

✓ Enhanced in-memory performance for all 

workloads

✓ Most secure database with Always Encrypted

✓ PB scale data warehousing

✓ End-to-end mobile BI with rich visualizations on 

all major platforms

✓ Advanced analytics built-in at scale with R plus 

in-memory

✓ Enhanced hybrid scenarios including Stretch 

Database, HA, DR and backup

NON-BUSINESS CRITICAL DATABASES WITH 

MODERATE PERFORMANCE 

✓ Basic security and availability 

✓ Basic reporting 

✓ Basic analytics

✓ Hybrid scenarios: Stretch Database, backup

✓ Basic two node failover
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Note: Text in blue indicates new feature for 2016





industry leader 

most secure & least vulnerable 

performance and scale

end-to-end mobile BI solution 

fastest in-memory technology 

mission critical 

accelerated hybrid cloud 

big data workloads 

platform choice 

everything built-in 



https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/cloud-

platform/windows-server-resources

Learn more about Windows Server 2016 

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-server-

docs/get-started%2fwindows-server-2016

Explore Windows Server 2016 

capabilities on TechNet

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/evalcenter/evaluate-

windows-server-2016

Download and evaluate 

Windows Server 2016

https://blogs.technet.microsoft.com/server-management/

Check out our blogs

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/WindowsForBusiness/windows-iot
https://www.windowsforiotdevices.com/
https://dev.windows.com/en-us/iot
https://dev.windows.com/en-us/iot
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Windows Server 2016 for 
Embedded Systems Datasheet

Microsoft SQL Server 2016 for 
Embedded Systems Datasheet

http://download.microsoft.com/download/6/2/6/626E83D5-345F-4389-AD85-E57F96ECDC6E/Windows Server 2012 for embedded systems_datasheet.pdf
http://download.microsoft.com/download/F/C/C/FCC534B7-90B3-464D-8A24-006DF155F769/Microsoft SQL Server 2012 for embedded systems Datasheet.pdf

